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SUITS DON’T EVEN
FIT THEIR ADS

To Say Nothing of Fitting Men

For Whom They Are Made.

Ritchie & Cornell Claim Too Much and Giv
Too Little— Investigation Made at Tailor’s
Request Was Elaborately Unpreju-
diced and Absolutely Decisive—

Five Suits with but a Single
Fit—Which Does Not
Fit The Tribune.

By SAMUEL HOPKINS ADAMS.

Q- Can ten-dollar bills be bought for seven dollars and seventy-
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v, and we'll cut out any claims that you think are excessive. Babies’ Day
 Our slog e < Delivery Schedule:— APRIL, 26 TO 29. SPECIAL VAL

Our slogan is ‘Better values for $14.75 than can be found any-
« where else in the trade.” On that we can build up a successful
advertising campaign that would be eligible for The Tribune
columns.”

Very good. Mr. Ritchie,” said the representative of The |
Tribune management. ~"We are quite willing to accept your view,
provided the most drastic investigation and analysis bear it out.”

“That suits me. Only remember what you're investigating.

€ You're investigating $14.75 clothes, not fancy-priced Fifth avenue
tailorings.” . |

IHere he made his error, in that he stated only half the mat-
ter of investigation. We were to investigate $14.75 clothes, it
is true, but $14.75 clothes repeatedly and urgently represented to
'be of $25 value, and intended to be represented later in Thc|
| Tribune as of quality unmatchable elsewhere at the same or ap-|
tproximately the same price.

“One other point, Mr. Ritchie,” said the representative of
the management. "We are willing and ready to undertake this|
linvestigation and spend money on it. But it is to be understood
'that, whatever the findings may be, as to your product, we are
'at liberty to give them to the public in full.” i
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shrewd, keen, alert Yankee face of Mr. John W. Ritchie. With
physiognomy | have little concern, yet it may not be amiss to say
that Mr. Ritchie looks honest, as he probably is, in his private
relationships, despite an unsatisfactory bankruptcy record. He fur-
ther commended himself to The Tribune's sense of the fitness of
things in that he neither whined nor scolded. He was there for a
purpose. He would put it to us straightt. We had Ritchie &
Cornell wrong. Our attack upon them was based upon misinfor-
mation. It was all a mistake; an honest mistake on our part, very
likely, but one that we could not afford to repeat or continue in
justice to our own readers.

“You're not playing fair with your own public when you keep
them out of my store,” was his proposition.

“On the contrary, Mr. Ritchie,” replied The Tribune repre-
sentative. "from what we know of your methods we believe that
we save the public money by warning them against you."

“I don't know where you get it,”" responded Mr. Ritchie,
eamnestly. “What do you expect us to sell? Sixty-dollar clothes
for fourteen seventy-five!”

He was informed that The Tribune had long since been
disillusioned of any such golden expectations, but that it expected
the firm to live up to its representations of twenty-five dollar
clothes for fourteen-seventy-five or less, as it flamboyantly adver-
tised, or else be classed in the category of fakers.

“As to the ads,”" said Mr. Ritchie, with smiling frankness, "1
don't pretend that the style of ‘em is up to The Tribune standard. |
But we've got the goods.” '

“Then why not adapt your advertising to your wares?”

? “Just what I'm getting at. If I can prove to you that our
Rabrics represent the best values ever given for the money, and
that our finished clothing gives extraordinary values for any one
who wants low-priced clothes, and if we keep our advertising
‘down level with the facts, why can’t we advertise in The Tribune?™
Now, it is no part of this paper’s theory of trade that because
. & firm has once been found guilty of improper practices and ex- |
 posed here, it is forever under the ban. Some of the leading ex-
' ponents of business uprightness in the mercantile world would, if
their advertising records were traced back far enough, have been
fit subjects for very unpleasant criticism by any Bureau of Investi-
gations which might have been in existence at that time. Avowed
" intention of reform is always worth consideration. Mr. Ritchie!
himself pointed out that their present advertising was no worse |
than the past advertising of some Tribune advertisers of to-day.

“We're moving forward to a better grade of business all the
time,”” said he, “and you are only hampering a natural develop-
ment when you roast us. We guarantee our clothes and refund
money if they're not satisfactory.” '

“Fven so,” it was pointed out to him, “The Tribune would

not publish the type of copy which you use now.”

ately as an article to hang on a hanger. But when it came to be i
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Extra Size Drawers—ruffle of
good emb’y and tucks —reg. 49 .38
. o1 Extra Size Corset Covers round

or V neck—lace or emb'y —
reg. A coiiiiiiiinans

have
ns

insook

.79 to 3.08 a8/

L

¥

Yards of Cretonnes
o, L vivinnees 18 cts

large tables in Upholstery Section—assortment
Seenie, Japanese, Birds, Black

i 3
$21.98 Women's Spring Suits.. 16,85 | 89 ct. Shepherd Checks—54 inch B3]

Poplins and serges—black, navy, Part wool small and medium
rookie, also smart checks —pre. sizes—black and white.
vailing styles in blouse and At B3 cta. un unususl offering of o0 &

the Apring season’s mosd popular
less tnan manufactires’s price
DRESS GOODS-—MAIN FLOOK

$1.25 Crepe de Chines—40 inch. 0
Fine crepe weave—assortment of

colors for day or evening,
biack.

straight front effects —with flar-
ing sides—button trim —overlay
gilk collar—finely tailored—all
sizes.
WOMEN'S SUITS—SECOND FLOOR
$10.95 & $12.98 Women's & Misses'
Silk Dreases 7.65
Crepe de Chines and Taffetas—
fashionable shades of navy, Co-
penhagen, green, also black—many
smart trim’'g touches —some with
Georgette crepe sleeves—all sizes

|
|

........... SILKS—MAIN FLOOR

9%, ct. Towelings. .......cooo o | |
Dublin erash- colored borders—
for dish or roller.

in lot. TOWELINGS—MAIN FLOOR.
WOMEN'S DRESSES—SECOND FLOOR.
: $5.98 Chest of Silver.......... 3.05
$1.98 China Silk Blouses....... 1.59 26 pieces -6 knives, & forks, §

White or black—embroidered or tables, & tem spoons, sugar sh

on top.

In general appearance the third suit was good, for a wearer
who set pulchritude above comfort. If he posed just right, so as to
take up an over-long back, a badly fitted shoulder and a pair of |
trousers too small in the crotch, he might get through the day |
without exciting the mirth of critical friends. .

The fourth suit was unsatisfactory as to the coat, waistcoat
and trousers, but some of the buttons were very nicely sewed on.

Three try-ons went to the completion of the last Ritchie &
Cornell work of sartorial art. When it was all over the coat was
still too tight in the shoulders and had one shoulder too low.
“Hangs like a meal-bag,” is the expert verdict. The sleeves were
bad, but the waistcoat nobly bore out one claim of the Ritchie &

Cornell advertising:

“We guarantee you more for less money than any other P

clothing concern.”

“There it was, that extra-generous allowance, right in the |
waistcoat. It wasn't very evenly balanced, but it was there. After |
the patron had been inclosed within the capacious folds there was |
yoom for him to invite in a friend—a thin friend, but still a
friend—and make him at home. The trousers were rated “very
poor,” being out of keeping with the coat, of the old-fashioned

(Continued on page 14.)

that a room is hardly complete without them,
ALSO, IN UPHOLSTERY SECTION,

| Special Lot Fine Voile

A new departure in

ll‘lne Marquisette and Scrim Curtains

Mexican drawn work, lace inserts an
daintiest embroidery in new and truly
artistic designs in white and cream =
2,08 and 3.8 pair,
Dozens of Styles,

Curtains—
lace and inserts  filet, Cluny and
other rea] lace effects fine

quality —worth $2.98 and $3.08 2,48

Imported Lace Ded Sets—
comhination of Marie Antoinetie
and Renaissance bolster sham
white or Arabian to-day’s
impott price would be sbout

eight dollars ........ R L

rapery Poplins  for Summer
curtains — shades of rose,
light blue, virious greens,
tabae, red........

Specially Low Price
For a Limited Time on

SLIP COVERS

On account of scarcity of dyes,
this price is phenomenal.

0Of Belgian Stripe Slip Cover-

ing allowing 26 yards ma-

terinl with binding —suffi-

cient for bG-pe. pet—best

workmanship—Speeisl

Foss

o Special LBD ]

Sunfast Portieres Madras designs
seagreens, old blues, wood tones
and rose tints,...Value $3.98. 2.08
Value $5.98.. 4,49

Furniture or Drapery Repps— !
Myrtle, crimson, rose, blue, tan
double width Special .5.'”

Sunfast D Speci ]
e darached ﬁ.,’u'ii‘.‘f,,dﬁ‘.‘.ﬁ'ﬁ, neoVhite Potticoats ... .60 COMPOKTABLES— BASEMENT.
borders .....covnrs ! o egular and extra sizes -wide Y
e Value' 507008 | | Rl R e nd i, | P10 Marseiles Serends. .. 08
86-inch  Yalue 49 .29| serts—cut full around bottom for Satin finish—full size—good P

wide skirts -some terna,

Special Purchase
Curtain Scrims,
Double borders, Jacquard designs,
Colonial borders, crossbara and
many other novelty effects—
Lot 1. Value ..... .20 .10
Iot 2. Value ..... 39 .=l
y Lot 3. Value 49 & 59 .30
Unexcelled variety —Cream, White, |
Heige.

Slip Covers, Shades,
Awnings and Upholstery Work
To Order

at Lowest Prices.

|
L Guaranteed Workmanship.

tailored style, with hemstitched
I] front—all sizes, ,
BLOUSES - SECOND FLOOIL

98 ct, Full Length Kimonos.... .78
Lawns and voiles -pretty florals
and dotted effects—straight, Em-

ire and elastic belt models
arge organdie collars and cuffs

or contrast pipings —sizes to d6.
HOUSE DRESSES—SECOND FLOOR,

98 ct. to $1.49 Women'sa

and butter knife— pretty designs
SILVEEWARE-MAIN FLOOR.

| 25 ct. Bleached Turkish Towels A9

|  22x41- heavy absorbent- hem

' white Turkish borders—colo
stripes.

TOWELS-MAIN FLOOR

| $2.99 Silkoline Comfortables... 137
Pretty floral patterns -wide
sateen borders— full wize.

wear with \
;ligh;!y ellow—one washing will SPERADS: me.;r.ur.\f. 1
ntl'zﬁx fsli:lrfﬁwun _sucoxp roon | 138 & 15 ct. Lonsdale C',-"k A
£ : 2 Nainsook or cambric finish—
29ct. Women'sEx.Size Underwear .19 |  known for durability.
Vests— shaped - low neck—sleeve- WHITE GOODS—MALY FLOOR

less or short sleeves —lace trim'd |
drawers, $5.98 Boys' Norfolk Suits
KNIT UNDERWEAR-MAIN FLOOR. | § to 17 yrs,—$ ring ¢hgviou'1=
39 et Silk Mized Crepe de Chine .20 $Mart checks, plaids, Sirnes, ty,
35-inch - soft, lustrous, in colors fancies variety of models
for day or evening -also black. lined trousers—many sults
an extra pair,

WASH DRESS FABKIUS —BASEMENT,
BOYS' CLOTHING-THIRD FLOOR

15 et. Dress Ginghama. ...... .. a1 15
32 and 36 inch mill lengths o 19 ¢t. Men's Lisle Hose. .. .. aess B
good qualities- neat patterns and Black, white and colors—d

heel and toe.

colors.
WARH DRESS FABRICS - BASEMENT.

HOSIERY —MAIN FLOOR y

\

Clock Signs Denote Moming Speclals.
Look' for the Clocks! Look for the Clocks! j




